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ORI GI N. 

The inception of the prese:i t ... o.sonic Library an:! .fu.seu;:i of the Province 
of llorcestershirG s 1 r oly due to the late or. :3r.., . C or ge Taylor P. M. 
Lech::lere Lodge No. 187-l., .. ho or-0 niscd a r=asonic Exhiti ti..m, which rma held in 
the Guillhall , ·,;.,re st r, in August 1884 undl'r the auspi o£;s of the t hen Provinci al 
Gr and Mast1:.r , R • .. or. J:r • Sir EU.'1unc1 A. H. L1;chr.l.cr1:.: , Bart .Emd ti. Mayor , I . 
Br o • • Jillian B. illiru,._on for this Exhi bitivn , to \thich Brethrl".ln f r or all 
over the c:iu.ntry loanetl books , r.i Jals , jG·rnls anj curios , • Bro . Ta.rlor (who 
w~ s rt t his ti.~t-. Prov. Gr. Sec . ) co·.1pilud - c-ntalogu£; , thE.. arohA.eol oM.cal and 
dcscriptivt: notes to .hich w ... rc -:ri ttcm by ro • . . J . Hu.ghan. 

Of ever a thousand iteos in ~ho Exhibition, ·· . Br o. Tayl r hiosclf 
c ntribut;1 n ... arly a hundred. Thcr~ w~r~ oth r pronincnt hel pers , and t he lis t 
in fact included the r..... ro "'v ry procin .. nt Rtudent and collect r f the time. 
The \lorccdt .r L dge ( I • "' 0 . ) .xbi liit:.ed an interesting series of prints and a 
few books , including C)1 i •J f "11th._ .:;arly 'II rk:: l7ritten by \1 , Bro . Hughan 
which -;11,jr1;; a l rt..r Jy becor ir.J difficult to procurl . 

The Exhibi tiori , thi.: first of its kinrl in tfiis pa.rt of tho country , mus t 
have led neIJY local BrothreL to sppreciato , as they ncvor had b~rore , t he r.cal th 
of interesting ,~torinl availnbl~ , an so nuch of it ca~c fr~ .:!asons in t he 
Province its~lf , thnt the Provintlial eutl. ritics realised tho possibil i ties of 
for.:iing their unn library ond l.t~seu., . • Bro. Taylor had for long bean an c r dent 
collector and all his ibsonic tr~asure~ re thun acquired (at cost) by 
Provincial Grand Lo gc . :' r the collec ti n tnus inaUg"..ira te 1 he com ilcu a Ca t a 
l ogue in 1891 to whicr. . Bro . Hughe.n once r:ore C~'ltribute<l olncidntory and 
aroha~oloeical notis ~s wul l ns a Dricf introduction. Thu biul iobraphiclll section 
of that oatul~guo o ntainul abuut six hunclrotl it~ms . 

bringing this nost int~rosting collection cor e pror:dnent
Co itte., wa;:j fr- din l;il2 , :ind on tnis r apro3ent atives 

, Chapter , t~ . The for.:iation of this Co~itteo 

With the object of 
l y befor e the ?r.:>vince , a 
ax~ elected annually by L 
was 1u~ in no snall neasur 
Lcch::wr1;; ·1 luntcur Lodgo 

tl tn~ lat~ r . Char lie D. Eaton , P .G.D., of the 
. 187..+ , of - 1 I:l:?. 4;1 P 1-ill have vivid r.nd ::ffectionato 

ra~ Jri~s . The present C• ii-an is of curs .Bro . F . J . UnderwooJ. (P .A. G. D.C . ) 
p . • 280. 

I thir.k l nhoulrl r.iako rro:y !'irst refer ence to the ' Ol d (manuscr ipt) Cha r ges ' , 
whi ch wer e aptly descI'i bed by ·; . Bro . lJnder-1100 l as the ' t itle doo ~a of t he Or der ' ; 
we in w rc1:.ster shire poss1.:so f .ir such manuscr ipts , and i t is consi1ier ed one of 
the best coll ections in the Pr.:>vinces . The four comprise : -

' The Wood M. S. 

' The L chmero ' .S. 

' The Inigo Jonis .S. 

' The 'i.'oodcock •.s. 

A. D. 1610 . 

h .D. (late 17th contllr'J) . 

Circa 1720. 

Circa 1715 . 

Ther e are numerous others (in the Library and Museum at Gr and Lodge and 
elsewhere) rna."ly of \'lhich appear to have been copied f r .:>m similar document s sot:le 
01 . hich have been lost. Two o!' th ,,. • to to a.bout the 14th century and t hrow 
much light upon the tr -itions , usag~s , Jnd customs of tho cedievnl oper ati ve 
raas~ns . ' The Charges of a Freemason ' ri1 tcd es a preface to tho Book of 
Constitut ions of tho UniteJ Granu L~ 60 of Englar.d , have been larbely base1 on 
the ' Ol d Char bcs 1 and happily pr~servo many of their nore important 'Art i cl es 
a nd Point s ' . 

As pr oviously stat ed , it i s cer tain that thGr~ hav o boon many valuable 
manu3cripts lost or rlastroyi.J. I t is kno·. n , fo r 1;.;xamplc , that tho Lon.Ion 
Co~pany of Frc~masons hud i n its r ocor5s of 1676 tne iteo - ' Book of the 
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Constitutions of the Accupte1 !a.sons ', but , unhappily , this book has jisappear ed. 

Dr. AnU.crson in his first 1Consti tutions of Grnn•i Lodgo ' state.i thr.t 
valuable manuscripts had ba.~n burnl d by '(over) scrupulous :arothors 1 to prevent 
their fulling into strall6e hen-s , r.r.d one or t\10 me.sonic cor:.:nmtators have 
expresse1 their belief that on thi occa23ion Anlerscn r.as r~citing sim?le 
fact ! Those Old Cha.rJl:lS were r1o:a.-! in Oferative Lodes£ s , a.nil thL practice was 
ccntinued in tho Spcc1tl.utivo Lodges ior so~.ticc aft~r 1717 . 

EllGRA VED LISTS . 

Th~ ' En5rnved List ' ~as act•..tally a list of Lo·g~s done up in booklet 
form , It indicated wneru 1.:ach Lod0 e mat an:i the lla.ys of m0cting. As you 
ar~ no doubt uware Lodges of the 16th. cuntury costly ~et in taverns anJ/or 
ir.ns , and in the early years had no nClllloa Es now, uut only a nUMb~r , an 1 

wer~ thtJrefore distinguish i by Lhc neme "r si0T. of the: tavern. Thus the f our 
old Led.gas which comllinud to for.n - or re.vi vv - Gran l L'.)d.£iu in 1717 ·:1ere; those 
which habitually m~t at : -

The Goose ~nd Gridir n, St. Paul ' a Cnurchyar<l , 
Tne Crown Alehouse , lr. Drury Lane . 
The Apple Tree Tavorn, C'vent Garden. an~ 
The Rumr.h:r end Grop1;;;..; , \', cstmins td· . 

The earliest rufar( nee. to u Lo lb"d in Worcastt..rshire is thv onE.: which 
met at the Talbot Hotol i. St~u.rrridgc . It ms con t i t:ite~ (not cvnsucrated) 
in 1733 , numberer! HQ , b1.;;c ..!"'e : • • t.2 . in 1/55, anf.. , s finally cr~.sel in i r9 . 

These ' En;,;raveJ Lists 1 \ere thus the fororunr.er of the 7'las nic Year 
Book. Th~ Engraved List printed anl ~oll by B~nj . Cole for th~ yoar 1763 is 
very r ar u. In fact only two copies nre kno.m t • xis t , one in Grand Lodf)'o 
Library '.l.nd tho oth~r in ~ Libr,1r,y an.1 Muse.in . 

THE CJNSTITUTIONS ( s die tine t from the 01 ! Cho.r -

It is c;encrnlly thought that tho first 1.Joui: of Cons ti tu ti ns published 
in 1723 an:l written oy Dr. James J nduroon. D. D. , wns issuc.1 d th full authority 
of Gran 1 w:lgi.; . This is r.ot quit1.: correct fr thcrtl is a ;unutu in the !inutc. 
Book of tho Grana LoAgo for Jur.c 24th. '723 ,e?:hi~h stntes that the Consti tuti~ns 
hai before ho1.:n np~rDvod in ~Ellluscript ~ol"Cl by G. L. .nd h~d already bc~n pr 1~ce1 
in print anJ approved. Then occurre~ ~u,~thinh ( <J~ibly ~s a result of eebatc) 
t hat qualified this uppr~val. of the manuqcript of And rson. Th~ Minute states , 
"Th~ question •1as coved - th~t tho GencrP l R~ \llrJ.ti.cns l.e c nfinned Su far 
as t hey arL c0nsistant with the. i\Jicknt Rules :>f Mes•)nry, '' Tho pr evious question 
was m vel .. n.i u• "hothc.r tr 1orls 1, vc.. '1.UJttJl ' tc part 1..f th~ question ', 
Rcsolvol in tho affir..nati\·o, but th1.: Mo.in Qutation wns not put J 

In 1756 the Rev. John Entic,.. , . l. . r evisod the .hole of Anders m ' s 
Constitution Y1ith full authority fr1n G. L. Nsvarthi:lluas , Jtnlarson 1 3 C..Jnstitutions 
f oraed tho basis of the Irish (17~0) , ~nd /illlcrico.n (1735) Constitutivns , ~nJ 
exl1rtt;J. i mmense influence throU(;r.out the Worl d in tho Transmission of thE. 
princiiles nnd tcnots of tho Craft. 

In te.lking eb ut 1Consti tution:1 1 some r ... fur•mcc must l:e !:laue t .... hi.man 
R~zon, copies ~f 11 th oditivns f which r epose ir. the bookcases at i.orcester . 
Ahinan Rozon ,..ns , ns most of yc;u will pr.'.>bably knO':'.' , the nrune given by tlie 
1Antiont 1 or 1l thol ' Ma.son~ t their version of the Constitutions . On July 
17th. 17)1 , th~ 1inti.cnt 1 Gr and Lodge :ms fo:rmel uml styloJ itsulf ' The bet 
Anthnt and Honour th s cil.t:r of Frco Rnd ·.cc• tc l Masons ' , in v!JPOSi t i<.n t o the 
Pr(:['lj_c r Gran.l Lo~·c:. , for ~ 1 '?.S pr .. vi u.,ly str..t1..;i , in 1717 . This Granl Lol~ls 
came into t ing f r verioty of roas ·~ · In 1723 thcr~ ~s printe 1 in thr~~ 
issues of 1Thc Flying Post r Postm n' , r. articlo cntitl~~ ' A lbson ' s Exam
inetion ' .hicn purporto~ tJ lay berc t ·h~ &cncrnl public tho secr~t ~vrkillbs 
of th~ Fr~~. ~~ons . Then in 1730 Saz:iuel Pri~ch~r publishcu hia notorious so 
cnlled expose 1 iaoonry Dissoctcu ', which ultiaetely into oany ~litions in 
EnGlnnd , Ir~lanJ , J'u:lerica and the Continent of EurJ· . (FUrther reference to 
our coll cc ti on .... f ' -o>:posur s ' vril l b;,. -~:le la. tar) . 

G:, . ~ f" .-l:'->-< c.--<-.,L 4'-: ...... ~ c)7 '-'----~ ft4>. 
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By 1730 FNei:1o.sonry had sprto.d \:idely and u r.w:ibcr of unaffiliat ed :Jasons 
f r or.t I r el:md, Scotland and Fr'lncc Nere claiming ad"ilission t o Lodges in Engl and , 
br inging .1ith then: different od_s of \/Or king . These viai t ors were a source of 
anAJ.ety to u.L. , nd because of this , (and o.,~ibly on account of the so callad 
expcsuras) the ~r~ ier G.L. resortod to pn.~ic ~ensures . Therefor .. , in or der to 
make things difficuJ.t o.r i.r:lpossible for th .. s'" c l o.ndestinc brethren , Gr and U>dgc 
decidod in 1730 to transpose tho 1.1odea Jf Ncognition in the first and second 
de(5rc:es; the obj1,;ct being to d.Jtcct mcl d~b...r those who did not owe all e;iance 
to the G.L. ~r En~lc.nd . 

lhis w~3 regarded by m~~y of its acnbcro, ar.d of course by those outsido its 
jur isdictior. , -:is nn unwarro.ntabl(:; il:terference wit.1 onu of the Ancient Lruld":larks 
of tho.) Order , .rid for the noxt t•.1l:nty y<1o..rS consid(.;rablo unr'"st .. ~s rife. among the 
ledges . To cut a lon story short the dissijent brcthr'"n , lead by (that now 
f a':lous) Irish M-'ls 1r:. , La.r;renc'" Der;:iott, for1.rnd r .,epar::i.tt. Gr~nd Lodge , o.nd r~ ~ined 
the old nod .. s of r ... cv .. niti . . On this acco mt , they styled th.!nsclvcs ' Af:tients ' 
and dubbed tho Prumicr GrD.nd :..odgc , 11-lodcrn3' . 

l'hese two Grand lndges mN to exist sido by side for over sixty year s , until 
i n 1313 tnc two Jurisdictions TTCN C"' 'tined in the ' United Grand Lodge of Antient 
Fr~ .. nnd hCcepted Masons of England'. 4-~a t - tac) 
Na .._. ro T.+lil: , 

EX..~SURES . 

Much hn.s ber:n written on tho subject of the so- calhd 'Ho.sonic Exposures ' -
docur.1cnts , JXl.Mphlcts , books .:ind .i,Jrints wcr;;: issued purporting to :iioclose t o the 
curious and ununlightoned public , tho 'Secrets of the Froe::u1sons ' . Foll owing 
th formation of Grand Lodge in 1717 ~he n~~bcr of lodg~s and brethr en increased 
considerably. Mcmb~rs o" t' c nobility began to join 1·1hich thereby go.ve prominence 
and publici~y o the Ord r . 

a) Th.c selection ar.d i.;t·,ll.ation on 24th June , 17.._1 , of the firs t nobh Gro.nd 
M~ster in tho person of Jch.r , Duke of iiontnguc , undoubt •lly gave the Fraternit y a 
furthor great filip . 

b) '!he illvct(or~tt. h~bit of our bretr~re11 of those days , of walking in public 
proc~ssion clo .hcd ~ith the 'badges of th~ or1cr ' was another factor . 

c) The connection boto;: ... cn certain ,1c:mbvrs of the nooJility and th1; theatre t oo , 
was so str ong, thot the ir.itiction of nobl~r.1en (:ind of course weal t hy gent lemen) 
r.u1y well h<lvt. b b-un ir. n lod[;<? oolongir.:; to , or os::>ocio.t. d with one of tht 
theatr \;s ; in the opinion of one ~uthority, ( 1. Bro . Bern.:lr d Jon&o , Pres t on:illn 
Lecturt:r 1952 tl.e introduction of ' OOF .--::I.ks ' '':!0.Y well h:l.\'C been c. tht:a t r ical 
r ather than D. me.sonic or.igin. 

d) lhe Church of Ror.te nlso contributed to the. publicising of Masonry \'/hen 
Pope Cl~mcr.t XII in 1738, ond :!3ancdict. UV in 1751 issued their Bulls d<.:nouncing 
Freer.ic.sonry . 

ln the early 18th. c ... ntury bs ill 1952) Lhc journalist and v1riter is constunt ly 
on the lookout for 'news • .&.be i:; .. ner.:\l .)u\:,lic wo.s in trigu1.11 , tht.y wo.nted to know 
more and , due to the cau. · :ientioned, M~sonry become 'N:S..3' . .l:'a:nphlc t "-1;;.rs o.nd 
Ar tists quickly oblig .. d . ~10 inform::.tion, purportin · to rip open 'll'ld expose. t o 
the light of day , the do.r:-;. scc.N ts of Masonry , \IO.S vouched for ill such books as 
' '.Ihc Grand Mystory of Frcc-t-hsons 1724 1 or 'The Bc3inning u.nd First Foundati on o f 
the r.1ost worthy Cro.ft of Masonry' 1739 . Then of course th\:.lN was Richard Carlil "' s 
' M".nunl of Fr .. ~ ...... nr~ ', S ;::mel Prichard ' ::. 'lt.Gonry Dissected ' (nlrcc.Cly r"'f ... rr~.i to) 
and :i number of ot.crs , all of which Cml be seen at , ~d cay be bo:-ro1'1cd fror.i , thu 
Provincial Libr:.ry. 

CHINA and GI.A.3S . 

Iher e is an excellent and lost int ... restil'lg coll .. ction of i;;l -s , c!tina o.nd 
carthcnwa.r~ pie cos on vi1. ii , ell of .. hich , ... ~or varying rec.sons cl ~i.i the at ten ti on 
of th1:: i)Xp?rt ~nd inexpert alike . A.ions the chin<i .lN two pair s of f i gure 
o rr::i.-nenta . Thoy repr .. scnt nale ~nd fur.mlc ch: ructers in 18th century dres s , o.nd 
at th foot of co.ch figul'a is ~ Ch:r.:ian pug- do.:; . 'These ornr ... 11.:nts .1.:!rc. related to 
o. Soci~ty for::ied in Austr ic. by c. Duke of Bav .. rill styled the '11opsc · ' . 'Mope ' is 
Ger:ir.n for pug-dog, 'ltd the Society .:i.dopted thu effigy of the :fops s its ... .nblem 
of Love .".Uld Fidelity. As previously ato.tcci , in 1738 the Pope hcd issued~ Bull 
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.. 
COT de~ni.ng w.nd for.Jiddir.,; the pro.ctic..: cf the rites of Free, msonry . cievcr:il 
bre t:hren in the C:i. tholic o t::it.cs of Ger::i~y , unwilling to rcr.ounc1. th1.. Order 
and yu t fo~1·ful o: offer.ding the ecclesiastical :l.uthori ty , forr.ied in 174o the 
Soci~t:r of the t·:opsos . It pro?ti;;ndod to be a ncr1 ussocic.tion , d '. >t'-d to 
tl,c pap:.l hierzch:-, but w".:.. in truth notl:i.11g else than Frcernasol".ry mdur .::. less 
offensive. ::ipcllo.ticn. It .r.w p:itr:0nis~tl by the .:iost illustr.:.ous p._, rson.s in 
the lnnd, ..nd no.ny princes of <:he &!pir"" beco..':lc its Gr~nd Mastl?r . Ir. 1776 
the Mops .. ,.. bec:..rJc M o.ndro~y u... .>rder , ~nd . :. 1i ttcd fo::io.l - to all the offices 
excu13t thv.t o:: ?r.:md !:~ster)vi"...~1'llc1 ~or life.) . fhoN v:as , nowcv1..r , Grand 
Mistress , ~d tnc a:tlc ruid .::1,.;LJ~ .... c h'" s · f t ... 1.rd1.:r ... ssun J c~l -.rr.-tely, for 
six r:1onths c~ch , the cu_.rc.10 ~·· thori y . Ap:1rt !'ro:J tho.::. .. , t.hcr ....... r~ in the 
Mu ;our.., m.inerouo cx.."J'1.._.l0s of ..; ld .. rl'1.1 i, .:orc~ ... tcr, !X:lft , .h..dgwood m1<i Chelsea 
w<.rc 1 all oi which h ... ve some rk. :::onic ~ie:nific~ C1.; . The.re ttrD some pint 
c.:i.rthenw.:t:c nugc Hith r.Pe:onic c ... blcr:is wo-~ked irto the dccorativl) desisns . On 
the inside of one r:iug, r..bout ~-lf ;ay do ·m , is th1.1 life- size effigy of a fro), 
which is "'i.:Vi.: .l~d c.o the l i.1uor falls in level ·,:ni.1 .. drinking . .t'ho.t n ter rible 
shock it .JuGt hav\3 be _r. to the unw ... r:r ti!>plcr? Ao to the glncisw~e this 1ust 
be seen to b~ prof'\.rly ~ppreci.:.~ted . 

PP.I!-';.-.) , PLAY- BILIS , etc . 
~c:~r~nce hns nlr~ndy been rn~dc to the book~ and p.."'.!:lphlets writt~n -nd 

issued with the objcci; of pourir.g scorn on the Craft c.nd ~·:ith th~ (suspected) 
hope th~t they ~ould be the nean.:> of pouring noney i!:to the • -ck~ ts of the 
authors . 'I'hc en r.vcrs did not l~g r~r be~ind the ~uthors , nd th1.1re is a 
good c~·l"ll.l of this in i.. fr~~ l ngr.".Vinf; by ... Benoist , n l .. ing in the Museun , 
which hc:.s th\.: follo~·1inb c:-.ption: -

11A GC?o::le tric.::i.l V :.. .. w of the 1r:md Procession of the Sc<'.ld • Hiserablc 
m •. 50l'S I de:si:;n ... d ~o th ... y 1erc drD.\I'" up ~o:--i 1~t .:>Or~\.:rsct i:ouse ' in 
the Str .. :nd on 27th 1.pril t~noe 1742 . (price 2/bd) 11 

• (diet . ) - scabby , scurvy , paltry, po r . 

It ls o. p.:-mor.:ll':lic vi \'i of tht: oldest o..ssortr.lcnt of charilctcrs p::>.esing down 
the Strand lined by the ~:?ltln.cc . Th .. dous sections of the proccGSion ~re 
dcscri.b~d by 1:1erull3 of 'the follo ".i..11g k .. y : -

1) ''Ihe Gr~nd 3\7ord- boo.Nr of Tylor' (.:-ic) , (mounted on ~ horse l eadin0 
procession) 'c.:irryin6 Ye S~ord of St.tc , c pr~sent of Ishr.!acl Abiff , 
1'~5 of S-r c ns , to His Gr"".ce cf .• ~ttin , Gr.nd :bster of ye :ro1y 
Lodge of o;;) . ... ohn of. Je::us~1e~1 in Clcrkcnv;ell' . 

2) ' Tylcrs o:t iuarder- ' . 

3) 'Gr~.nd Chorous of Instrur:ienta ' (i.1..; . inc men bloiring '!'li.'ld- in.stru-:icnts -
they were prt)cedcd by :-) 

4) ' 'Ihc Stcrr.lrds :!n trxec Gutt C.'lrts ' (two i-~ each) ' dr~wn by hsscs ' 
c~~ch ~ppcars to be wearing~ square ~ppenderl to a coll~r) . 

5) ''lhc- Fc..:lous .?ilL:>.rs' • 

6) ' Th1.; "':.No Grc-. t Lif:.",h ts , t:lc- Su.'1 , ' ~roglyph ic~l io rul..: tho day , the 
Mc )f 1 MJhlcr .. =. -4;ic:ll to r-.th the ni,)1t , i. l•bst- r , Poli tic'1.l to rule his 
lol-c '. 

?) ' ~e £n~c1·cd -rcntices Token ' (two clasi>o1 h:i.nds) . 

8) ' 'The l~ttcr u . f·110us in Ila"' '1rJ for diffcr .. nci."lg (sic) th.- fcllowcr.:i.fts 
Lod,[;c fro~ L .t of Prentice ' . 

9) 'l'ho fLmcral of o. Gr.:t.r.d M.."stcr nccor lin~ t ye i·itca of the Ord-.r Vii th 
fifteen 10,·i11g Fr.:thr.m: ( •. ll \;itl ':~r.ll·..,rc icfs to eyes , crying), (shews 
lcrge farr.t c~rt dr.wn by six as~c ) . 

10) '. :.:"l.:.tcr M."1.son ' s Lodge' (on5r.:?.ving depicts .. . B.)dg. on c·:10 long polos) . 

11) ' Gr.:tr.d B .. .;1cl of ~usic' (Drur:u:ic.:r on io:i:·scbilcK, follow~d by ci6ht chil ll'\.;n 
wi t.'1 wiml instr..i:Jcn ts) - (those ~ru pr..:cc by : - ) 
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12) 1 T;10 rrophics' , one b~in; thnt of c. Bleck Shoe- boy und Link- boy , 
the other tlmt of ~ Chion..:y Sweeper (tools of c~llir.g nounted on 
lons !')oles) . 

13) 1 n1c 
~e , 
:-.e ... 

.. 

.... 
.l4ui;cgc of thn G ... · nc'i ~ster . c.l: y.., :itt.cndc~ts wc~rint; cystic~ 

' (four .:igur..,f. s~.:i.t • in .. 1£'.r(;\1 f~r::i ca.rt - one \;iti 'Ul Asses 
nc .. i th a Sh.-.:cp: 3 head - dr\7n by six ~sves with .>os t illions) . 

i'urn~g to other prin';s, ti ertl "' ost .:..."ltcrestin0 set ongra v.-,d by 
Palscr bctw ... cr. the y~c.r-3 1809 .:i1.cl 181 . 'Ih\ .. set consi3t!:: of 7 rints , 2 
depicting the 11 ••• ronticc' clc3t· c , "1.:. f :.v.:: thl.l "ll·stcr ' s" ( l. 11 . ) dcg.r, ::t • • 

Q otic9: -

) ... ~· a • . J . on l~oor . 

b) . rs ,.aiti 1S , " r red) . \l 
c) Two Ps - J 1. : ::- . rov ~rt; ~12:.J 

These ...re copi .... s of sono French prints den'-' c.bot<t 1738 , the origi."l:!l::; of 
which .:-.r~ in t..c .iuscun. ?'n corJp:irin~ the French pri.'lts . .:.t. the Uic;lish it is 
in triguin3 to note t:h:.. t tli1;; ln.t ter shcv: the sccr!o;;; revcrs .. d . 

Ti-:ic docs no"; _ ... r .. 1~t rafer.:ncc to aony oth1.:r ongr=..ved i~ecs , ~nd a P'?rsor.:11 
inJpcctior. :.11 t 'uscuo \'•i .1 rc"'(ly t:.l. 1p~ y those who are interested in this br nch 
of H~so1.ic stul:, . now n f0\1 worls on; 

MASONIC HED.U..S , J ... .IElS . ct:-

~for-.. -: n~c .. csity , this bib subj~ct c:..n only be but li~htly touched upon in 
this pap r . In fn.ct the .lorce13ter c llcction h:i.a ::>.. c:::.t~loguc c.11 of its orm 
consistir g ~ ovor 10C U.""..6CS 1 :tnrl tr..,ntir.g r.wr.: than 1 , 400 itcns . At t he end 
of this c.::.talot:.1.1c aro Li-8 b~ 1ti:ful pla.tuo illuotn ting accel iteos described in 
tho pr~ccdins p:lgcs of tcAt . 

It .v?.S cditod by a. Bro . the 1.L v . :L Poo_..: . 
Coro~ti IIJ'~gc 1.0 . 2076. F:ro::i the Intr.Jduct .... o. 
quote ;-

. r. . '1 . Ch-"." ~r i P.H . of ~~tuor 
~hict 1. 3ro . ool~ wrote , I 

1 'rt.c oturly of t 1u; 1isr.:-t ics , v:hir.h is usu:U.ly understood .:-.a c::.ibr~cir.g 
coins ~nd .cd..'1.ls , is not only i.~ itscl~ ono of the most .:i.ttr.:ictiv c. of 
tl1c si ·10-linos of Hiotory . but it L in a rcnl scn3e on\; hnd pr obably 
not t:i.c le<u t) of i (s !t~nd-.. aiC:; . for on the one ha.!ld , th era is p...;r h:. ps 
not!1in.; wLic:1 Jor..: forci: ly i!1pr-sscs on on1.: th.:-: r~c.li ty cf th1.: p::.st , 
than t.1c coi.~ o onnrc .. , or :ho.:: JCd"'.l coa::i..: .. 1or~t~1.; nn ovcnt ; ruiJ , 
011 tho ot 11.::r !'lo1 .. , ... ho Histo'd.!'.n 1 not to mu11tion t!lo 'rch~..:olo~iot , h:.s 
often to ... "oly f ... · s i."lf•J:.•,:m+:ion , or for 11.s confi~ i<::.tior. , on the 
:r.u:iis::ntic \'i n~ ..... vr il~';)!.r• 1 

• 

' - - - - - - - - - - - - the very ca.rli'-st know:i 
Br.:. .!.r-' . I"!'I) -m~sonry - the &lckvillc acd"l , struck in 
(C.:-t . ite~ one) , - pl~c .. s on r..:cord th~ pr b~bility , 
th t C\.:i.:·lc:> Sr.ckville, lc..tcr Duk • '!:>ors ... t , b\;c 
hio st~y i.'1 nor.once i.'1 th~ t Y"":lr I • 

~iace rclntin0 to 
nor~ncc in 1733 

tlv.:rwise unsusp1..:cted 1 

!:"tsti.:r of c. Loclg1;; durin3 

A.1ong th no .. - H <>onic r. tl".ls is nnc ( l • 195 in Cut . ) i.;su1.: d by the ' Order of 
the Gor.l10rt;>ons' . It .:.C tl1oug' .; ~· : th ... c:!..:acn t>.t 1orc-stcr \::-.s issu~d nbout 
1795. Of this £tr.:'.."l8C S~.:icty ... oJ • • :lit:'-' in his c;Nnt work ' A Ncr: Encycl opedi a. of 
Fre:cr.1°sonry' Vol. 2 p . 4~ ~tri~· :-

' ?rocl :\..a ti . if t~ ... Rit-... • 
by "' f la.nhuoy:mt umounc 1 

who ''~r" coricurnud : -

'lhe Gor.1or00:10 u"'r"' :irst h..:o.rd of in 1724 
L in the 11 D:lily .t>ost 1

, ·hich 1:-.de kno~m to a.11 

c) 'nmt the .1.ncic!'lt .::.nd Noblo Order vm.s found d by tr..; first ..... >..ror 
of Ch.int. r.::in• thcusMds of ~·~a!'s before !\d:un . 'lhc.t it ... O.V. >( 
~1.:-.s the 5rct'. t phl.lo .... o ,1:'l..'°ler Confuc-ious . 

b) Thn.t it 1'-~r. been or:m&~t recently to Engl~d by L'. M...udnrin . 
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• 
c) That he pr oposed to hold a Ch~pter ct the Castl e 'lllvern in Fl eet 

Str eet , at the request of some oursons of quality . 
d) 'lh:i.t he h l :ilready u.d:-nittcd tc its Uystery several gentl emen 

of honour . 

X ( (O .V. ) Occumenic.:tl Vol gc , ... 'resur.u:.bly he:id of the order) . 

The conc.lition of entry on t'1e po.rt o: .r.y ?lo.son w<'-3 to ren0unce 
his "Novel Or :ier11 • For the r c., t , the e.dve r t.isement or procl amati on 
r egi stered - us a point of fact - th::i. t the Gr ..... nd Ho.:;ul ... nd :he Cul\R of 
Rusa:i;t had ::i.lrcady been received into this Honourable Society , ~.nd - as 
a point cf intention - th.t t he H::uidarin would JCt out presently f or 
Rome to initio.cic flis Hol iness , whe:l it wc.s believed t h::i.t tho Sacr e d 
College of ~rdinnls woul d come bodily '.':ithin the r anks . 

One 1ould l~ve sc.id that the ~ounc~~cnt was only u heavy jest -
and typical of the per iod. This , ho•1ovc.r , wns not the case . The 
Soc iety was oith~r ~stablishcd in Jue cou~st , ~d t.l'l3t quickly , or it 
had come into exi.ster Ct; previously . Ir. t~c follo\'ring month oth~r 
ncw"3J- ie r s reported t.nt caincnt Fr'-1.:.-:iasol"l.s hQ.d r enounc1.:i or "degr o.dcd 
themselves" from their Or der , and !"lnd bcccmc GOit~OGOl'IS . 

In December scvernl jour nals print~d as news of the day thut a t 
t he Castle To.vorr. 11~ peer of the fir s t r ank , a r1..:>ted racmbcr of the 
Society of Fr~~l~Sons , hath suffer ed hir.1self wO be degraded Us a 
membe r of that Socil.: t y , ~nd his lc:ithor ~pron ~md 6l ovcs to bo burnt , 
t'..nd thcr oupcn ont er od hir.tscl f ns .u. membe r of the ..JOCIETY OF GO& IOGONS" . 

It is of .!nt.r.:-.1 consent thnt thi'> peur was tho notor ious Duke of 
Wh:::.rton , who for a brief per iod had figur ed as Grnnd llast~r oi M .... sons 
and h:::.d done wh..."\t loy in hi s :t:-awer to cor.iprooisc the Ordt;r . 

The GO&iOCJO!lS were still nc~ting - :low f r equently or occ::i.si on:ally 
t hc r-. is no 1'Jlowing - in the yco.r 1731, c.c cordint; to the :ll"~ .. J o f t b1.t 
dnt'- , 1hile nn extant t1e~l of the Soci<-t:, d.lSi).:?::.>ts by its ::n"cription 
thn~ it had not ~sscd utterly out of boins in the yu~r 1797 ' · 

*"v The Rev . Pool .. ..;ugg st/ th.."'.t th .. Society ~ have had some conm.c t ion with 
t he Jacobite novor.i•nt . 

Mention , howcv1.;r , oriof , must b made to the 1 Shnckl<.s Collec tion 1 of v1hi ch 
this Province i s justifi~bly proud. Sro . Poole in his intr oduction t o tho 
Catnloguc. , .ys 'But t'!" ... crounin.., lory of tho lorccstc.r ·luscum is the col lec t ion 
br ought t ~ thcr during som\.: forty y>Jars, by the l:itc Br ,. G\.:org~ L.Qi:::.cklcs of 
Hull. 1h i.3 ~nt u... \Stic colL.ctor sr.ar E:d n..:i th .... r t r oublll nor exp r.se in his 
inter~sting hobby; and with th0 h.,;lp of corrospond1.ont s in v,::i.rious .cluropenn 
countri1.;s ::md .'-11: ..... ric::i , succc1.;dcd in ~:'.ssinc:; some 1 , 7 v ncd!lls , n ::i.rly nll of 
them in superb conditi n . x .x x 'lho r ... . :;ult of his effort s v as 111ho.t .• ..is t h::ivo 
been th"' fines~ riv:i.t ... c..>11 ction ovc. r .:p.thcr ... d toge:tht.r 1 :i.nd this collection 
wa6 sucurcd for the .lorc~stcr Musuum ... hor tly n:!:'tor his duo.th in 1926 . 

There is a Mcd'll ::.truck to cor.Jr.1eraor~tc th1,; ore ct ion of r N c ":l .sons Hall in 
17E:io , whi ch each brother \'lho subscr ibt=d to the building fund received. It was 
thus tha fore r unner of tho.: ' Million . !~morial Jewel ' . 

The r e nr e cx::unplcs of copper tokLns \"lhich wcr1..: struck b !3irt~int)h'1ln , due to 
the shor wgc of coir.s fr~ 1 tho Min • :::>ro • .-:>Y.otculcy ·:1ho w:ls -~t on~ tir.J"' l'rov . 
G • .:>.;;c . of .• .:u-wickohiri.: . 11ho WC:.3 r o.i)Onsiblo for thc:;;o . '.lh1.. r e c.r~ a l so some 
bet~utiful c~"'.!npl.Js of '1 i rcud ' \IC ls . 

c01;c1us ION. 

In conclusion , 3r ... thrcn , m::iy I hope thllt th1.:se brief r.Jfcrcnccs to the 
trcaGurcs in our .r>rovincial LibrC'.ry and Museun , .ave stimul ated sooe inter est, 
o.r' that you · .. ill 'lish to t:Utc the earliest .1. ::ort unity to visit the Aas?nic 
Hall. 1 ',forc.!stcr . 

' Brief ' .:.d ii ll'dly t~e :rord to us" , "or there iG oucr. :nore of grea t 
interest that c~ he .sP.~n , and(E . Bro . : '3.slfJ the Libra r ian , •:ill be 
only t oo 1 .... -s ... .:i to ··1.?lcornc you individu:l.lly or in o. p;.'lrty , ~d to conduct 
you round the Husour .. , dcscrib:i.n0 ruid ... x_ kinir..:; froo ox~rt kno-::1 .. dbc: , t he 
ve.rioas u~libits of ~o~~:i;ig int .. rvst . J.., , Brethr~n of thu ~r vine~ of 
Worcustcrohir ... , O\,C~J.:' · .oro . Undczvood ~ gr ... llt d ... b t of t;r -titufo , for he , 
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• 
with the. unfo.ilin;; eye of o.n expert , \hJ.?1 ::i.dtl~d to the originD..l colloction 
of .I . Ero . I ... ylor , n':.l.'ll..:rous it"'"'a whi2r:" 5-'rc of gr 1..at 1-bsonic i.:n_...or~;1c .... nnd in 
v~luc - :'ricc.l.... I 

Thor~ is much uorc in Frcemnsor~ry thc.n 1.;rcly utE:norising the ritual c.nd in 
me.king - r .... gul::.r .:i.ttcnciancc c.t on"' ' s Lode-- · ·ro the brother .iti o.n .... nquiri.ng 
~ind thvr\; ~re m!l.ny ~venues of profit~bl study , or.d in the rrov . Library .:md 
Museum w !.avo the r.ic::ns r.::ady o.t har.d - it is up to you , Brcthran to use thorn 
wisely nnd well. 

And just ,:mt. last v;ord t o you all - it i.:. r .... 'lsono.bly cc. r t.:i.in that reposing in 
lofts und other r occpto.cl1..;s are documcnt.;s , latte.rs , books , jtmt.ls , chinO. ".\nd 
glassw~rc , which rn::i.y be of use in en::i.oling th .. exrx.rts t.J fit enc nore piece into 
the jig-sew of M.:i.sonic history . So , 3r\;thrcn , if you have (or cor.i" .:i.cr oss) some 
fumily hcirlocn , r 1-.no\1 ci 'J.r.y object which hr-..s sor:io A::i.sonic signific::inco 1 .::..nd 

f!?ve~ if you o.r<. not surv , h~ve it .:xar:ii.ncd by aom.• co 1putcnt r.iemb~r of th"' 
~r~ft , before disposal . 

0000000 
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